the church should condemn the sexual revolution 
and all its works, which no doubt is its instinctive 
reaction. 

Questions without answers seem to define where 
we're at for the time being. Here are several ques- 
tions, none of which I can answer but which seem 
urgent nonetheless: 


(1) To what extent is the “Christian” idealiza- 
tion of the family dependent on monasticism and 
the consequent attitude that the sexual life may be 
tolerated only for the sake of procreation? 


(2) To what extent is the “Christian” notion of 
the family simply a way of confining the “danger” 
of sex within channels controllable by church and 
state, thus constituting, in effect, an invasion of 
privacy by impersonal institutions? 

(3) To what extent is the sexual revolution, as 
I have described it, an attempt to recover for mod- 
ern people something of the Gospel’s imperative to 
live together in love? “Little children, love one 
another.” Is it quite clear that this injunction is 
compatible with life centered upon the nuclear 
family? 

(4) What can be known about the sexual atti- 
tudes and behavior of Christians in the first two 
centuries? We know that some of them, at least, 
attempted to hold all things in common. Did they 
do so while maintaining strict sexual privacy? Some 
were charged with holding orgies as “love feasts.” 
Did only malice lie behind such rumors? Did early 
Christians divide love and sexuality as sharply from 
each other as the later tradition, especially after 
Augustine, tended to do? 


(5) If the Gospel is “freedom” and “good news,” 
what does it imply for the body and its relation to 
other bodies? 

To ask such questions with at least one friendly 
eye on the sexual revolution does not, it seems to 
me, necessitate throwing all morality to the winds. 
One can easily see that part of the said revolution 
is mere anarchy, license, hedonism and recklessness. 
But obviously that is not all, and it would be an 
undiscerning eye that saw no more than this in 
BCTA and related phenomena. The task, surely, is 
to discern what may be valid, perhaps also Chris- 
tian, in a style of life many now yearn for, one in 
which there is no simple identification between 
the personal and the private. In short, what is the 
true nature of our co-inherence, and what does it 
imply about the sexual secrets of our lives? 


‘Tom F. DRIVER 





Additional Copies 


of the December 22 issue on those who stand 
alone because of their decisions of conscience 
regarding the Viet Nam War are available at 
these special rates: 1-10 @ 35¢; 11-99 @ 29¢; 
100-1000 @ 20¢. Order trom C&C, 537 W. 
121st Street, New York, New York 10027. 
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